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God’s Description of
Himself - New Testament
Jesus’ favorite means of teaching about God and His Kingdom was done by speaking in parables.  A parable is a fictitious story (usually quite short) that is based on an experience or object (like losing a coin) that is familiar to all, and that has an application to spiritual life.  A true parable contains one central truth, and this is usually expressed by the action or the verb, not the people or objects.  In an allegory, each element stands for something else.  Many of Jesus’ parables came to be allegorized by the early church.

The following are but a few of Jesus’ parables:


The Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32)


The Farmer Scattering Seed (Matthew 13:1-23)


The Hidden Treasure and The Pearl Merchant (Matthew 13:44-46)


The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin (Luke 15:1-10)


The Wheat and Tares (Matthew 13:24-30,36-42)


The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14)


The Unforgiving Debtor (Matthew 18:21-35)


The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)


The Vineyard Workers (Matthew 20:1-16)

Read and study each parable:


How is God or His Kingdom described?


What does God do?


How would you describe Him?


What must we do to attain God’s Kingdom?


What is the central point of each parable?

In his book, The Autobiography of God, Dr. Lloyd John Ogilvie says: “In a world that is confused about God and is beguiled by distorted images of His nature, it is time to return to His own autobiography and learn what He has said about Himself and the amazing, abundant life He offers to each of us.”
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