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Obedience

Read Genesis 22:1-19 on pages 30-31 of your Life Recovery Bible. Did you know that God still calls us into radical obedience today, just as he did with Abraham? He may not speak to us audibly, but if we stop our busy lives long enough to listen to His voice, we will hear Him calling us to obey His voice. If we listen and obey, our lives can be amazingly and wonderfully changed.

Encounter the Word

1. What does God tell Abraham to do?

2. In biblical days, there were no cars or airplanes. The mountains of Moriah may have only been 30 miles or so away. How long does it take Abraham to get there?

3. Look at verse 6 and verse 9. Write down what you note about the wood and Isaac. Can you see the contrast?

4. Write down repeating phrases or key words, such as “only son.” When words are repeated in the Bible, they are usually very important.

5. Why did the angel of the Lord tell Abraham not to sacrifice his son?

6. What did God provide in place of Abraham’s son?

7. When God delivers Isaac from death, what does Abraham do?

8. What promises does the Lord give to Abraham?

Encounter Life

1. Why do you think God would ask Abraham to sacrifice his only son?

2. What would be your reaction if God asked you to travel for three days into the mountains in order to kill your only child?

3. Who else’s child do we know was killed as a sacrifice?

4. The Lord spares the life of Isaac because He had other plans for Isaac’s life. Sometimes, God brings us close to death or destruction, even though He has a bigger plan for our lives. At the time, we don’t understand it, but God uses it to deliver us from this time. Think back on a time when God brought you to near-death or destruction. Can you see how he delivered you out of it?

5. Going back to verse 1, note that it says “God tested Abraham.” What was Abraham’s response to the test? When God tests us, how do we often respond?

6. When Abraham obeyed God, his son’s life was spared. When Jesus obeyed God, He sacrificed himself. Without Jesus’ obedience, all of mankind would not have the hope that is in Jesus. What can we learn from Abraham’s and Jesus’ obedience?

7. Abraham honors God by naming the place “The Lord will Provide.” What should we do when God delivers us from a difficult situation?

8. Throughout the reading, the narrator stresses that Isaac is Abraham’s “only son.” However, once Abraham obeys God, God makes a promise to him that he will have many descendants. Often God withholds our blessings until we prove that we are obedient to Him. Remember a time when you were obedient. Note the blessings you received from your obedience.
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