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Colossians 1:24 to 2:5

Paul’s Work for the Church

I. Pray and ask God to reveal truth to you through His Word by His Spirit.

II. Read Colossians 1:24 to 2:5 on pages 1531 - 1532 of your Life Recovery Bible.

III. Fill in the blanks below from those same verses as you SLOWLY re-read the verses and allow God to reveal His precious truth to you about Paul’s work for the church and how that relates to you.

1:24
I am ____________ when I ____________ for you in my body, for I am completing what remains of Christ’s suffering for his body, the ____________.

Paul doesn’t mean that he enjoys suffering but that he gladly takes suffering he is experiencing through helping the church. In modern terms we might say, “I’ll gladly take the ridicule I get for telling others what Jesus has done for me because it will help those who listen to me to come to freedom in Christ.”

1:25
God has given me the ___________________ of serving his church by ________________ his message in all its ________________ to you Gentiles.

1:26
This message was kept ____________ for centuries and generations past, but now it has been ______________ to his own holy people.

1:27
For it has ____________ God to tell his people that the ____________ and ____________ of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. For this is the ____________: Christ ____________ in ____________, and this is your _________________ that you will ____________ in his ____________.

For generations before Jesus was born, the Jews were God’s Chosen People and they were they only ones he communicated with. All the other nations were called Gentiles. When the time was right, God told the Jews that all the riches and glory of Christ were for everybody!! O how he loves us that he would come for everyone and not just a special few! Look at the end verse 27 again. Once you open your heart to him, Jesus lives in you. Meditate on that for a minute. Pray and ask God to help you understand what that means.

1:28
So _________________ we go, we tell ________________ about Christ. We ____________ them and ____________ them with all the _______________ God has given us, for we want to present them to God, _______________ in their relationship to Christ.

1:29
I work very hard at this, as I ____________ on ______________ mighty _____________ that ____________ ______________ ________.

There are two things I want you to think about here: (1).  We need to be warned and taught with the wisdom of God so that we can reach the goal of having a “perfect” relationship with Jesus. Did you notice the footnote that says “perfect” here really means “mature”? We want to keep seeking to know Jesus so that we can have a really solid, deep, mature relationship with him instead of just a surface acquaintance. Think about someone you know really well and someone that you just know who they are. Which kind of friendship do you want with Jesus, the creator of everything with power and love to help you change?  (2).  Now look again at the end of verse 29. We don’t have to work really hard to change ourselves. Instead, we work really hard to depend on the mighty, transforming, loving, power of Christ that works within us. Pray and ask God to help you depend on Christ’s power that is already within you.

2:1
I want you to know how much I have _______________ for you and for the church at Laodicea, and for many other ____________ who have never known me personally.

2:2
My goal is that they will be __________________ and ____________ together by strong ties of ____________. I want them to have ____________ __________________ because they have ____________ __________________ of God’s ______________ ____________, which is ____________ himself.

2:3
In ____________ lie hidden all the ______________ of ______________ and ________________.

2:4
I am telling you this so that _____ _______ will be able to ______________ you with persuasive arguments.

2:5
For though I am ____________ away from you, my ____________ is with you. And I am very ____________ because you are ____________ as you should and because of your strong ____________ in ____________.

Pray that you can have complete understanding of the fact that Christ is in you. Pray and ask God to continue to reveal to you all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge that are in Christ, who is already within you.

Jesus Christ lives in you. You are never left to handle life alone. His mighty strength works within you. 

Oh, how He loves you!!!!!!!
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