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Ephesians 1:15-23

Paul’s Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom

Pray and ask God to reveal truth to you through His Word.

Pretend you are Paul as you read Ephesians 1:15-23 on page 1511 of the Life Recovery Bible.  How does it feel to pray for God’s people?

Think of someone you know who has a strong faith in Jesus and thank God for that person and then pray this prayer for him or her.

Fill in the blanks of the prayer below:

Ever since I first heard of your ______________  _____________ in the Lord Jesus and your _____________ for Christians everywhere, I have never stopped thanking God for you.  I pray for you ___________________, asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord _______________  ________________, to give you ___________________  __________________ and ______________________, so that you might _______________ in your knowledge of God.  I pray that your  hearts will be ____________________ with _________________ so that you can understand the wonderful ____________________ he has ______________ to those he called.  I want you to realize what a rich and glorious _________________________ he has given to his people.

I pray that you will begin to understand the incredible greatness of his __________________ for us who ________________ in him.  This is the same __________________  __________________ that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.

Now he is ____________  ____________ any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else in this world or in the world to come.  And God has put _________  _____________ under the ____________________ of Christ, and he gave him this authority for the benefit of the church.  And the church is his _____________; it is filled by __________________ who fills everything everywhere with his ____________________.

What a precious prayer!  Can’t you just see Paul on his knees pleading with the Father on their behalf?  Isn’t this a great lesson in how to pray for others?

Now, let’s take this same prayer and customize it so you can pray it for yourself.  God loves you so much that He wants you to have a relationship with Him and spend time in His presence and praying Scripture is a great way to draw near to Him.

Thank you, God, for the faith I have in you.  I pray that you will make my faith stronger as I trust in You and learn about You in your Word.  God, You are the glorious Father of my Lord Jesus Christ, and I ask you to give me spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that I might grow in my knowledge of You.

Please flood my heart with light so that I can understand the wonderful future You have promised to those You called.  I so want to realize what a rich and glorious inheritance You have given to Your people.

I pray that I will begin to understand the incredible greatness of Your power for us who believe in You.  This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at Your right hand in the heavenly realms.  Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else in this world or in the world to come.  Help me to see and understand that You have put all things under the authority of Christ, and that You gave him this authority for the benefit of the church.  Help me to comprehend that the church is his body and that it is filled by Christ, who fills everything everywhere with his presence.

Precious Father, fill me now with Jesus’ presence and show me how to submit to Your authority every minute of today.

In the holy name of Jesus I pray, Amen.

Use the Bible as your prayer book and you’ll never lack words to say to God as you learn about Him and draw nearer and nearer to Him.  Feel free to pray Scripture both for yourself and for others.

Think about what God is teaching us through these verses:

Paul is thankful for their strong faith and love for Christians everywhere.

Wisdom and understanding are gifts from God.

He has promised us a wonderful future.

His power is so great that He can raise the dead!  (That’s POWER!)

Jesus has authority over all things (including Satan!).

The church is Jesus’ body and His authority is given for our benefit.

We are filled with His presence.  (We’re included in everything everywhere!)

Take a minute now to pray and thank God for all He’s given you!  Share what you’ve learned with a friend!

Oh, how He loves you!!!
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