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Ephesians 4:7-16

Unity in the Body

I. Pray and ask God to reveal truth to you through His Word.

II. Read Ephesians 4:7-16 on page 1514 of your Life Recovery Bible.

III. Now, let go back and read this same passage slowly and fill in the blanks of the passages that follow.

(vs. 8)

This is why the Scriptures say, “When he ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of captives and gave ___________________ to his people.”

(vs. 9-10)
Notice that it says, “he ascended,”  This means that Christ first came down to the lowly world in which we live.  The same one who came down is the one who ascended _________________ than all the heavens, so that his ______________ might fill the entire universe.

Do you get the picture that Christ is above ALL THINGS!  He’s in charge and over all things!  Stop and praise His holy name and thank Him for His leadership and for His willingness to come down to where we are!

(vs. 11)
He is the one who gave these gifts to the church:  the _                      __,         the ___________            ________, the ____            ______________, and the ____________________ and _____________________.

Did you ever think about these people being gifts from God?  Why do you suppose He gave them?  The next verse tells us:

(vs.12)
Their responsibility is to _              _______________ God’s people to do __________        __    ___________________ and build up the _____     ___________, the body of Christ,

For how long?  Verse 13 tells us:

(vs. 13)
Until we come to such _______________in our ________________ and ______________________ of God’s Son that we will be __________​​______ and full _________________ in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ.

Isn’t that exciting!  Does it make you want to be like soft clay for Him to mold into the likeness of Christ?  Pray for God to change you into His image!

As a result of our maturing in unity of faith and knowledge of Jesus, what will happen?  The next verse tells us:

(vs. 14)
Then we will no longer be like __________________, forever changing our _______________ about what we ____________________ because someone has told us something ________________ or because someone has cleverly ______________ to us and made the like sound like the ___________________.

You know what it feels like to be lied to!  Praise God that by His power He allows us to grow up to know the difference between lies and the truth!

(vs. 15)
Instead, we will hold to the ______________ in ______________, becoming more and more in every way like ____         ______________, who is the _________________ of his _______________, the church.

(vs. 16)
Under his ___________________, the whole body is fitted together __________________.  As each part does its own special ________________, it helps the other parts ___________________, so that the whole body is ____________________ and _________________ and full of _____________.

Notice that all this growing and fitting together perfectly is under His direction!  We must be willing to do it His way and submit to His leadership!  This is easy to do when we realize that He is always good and His very nature is to love!

Precious sister, here’s my prayer for you from Hebrews 13:20-21 (page 1595):

And now, may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, equip you with all you need for doing his will.  May he produce in you, through the power of Jesus Christ, all that is pleasing to him.  Jesus is the great Shepherd of the sheep by an everlasting covenant, signed with his blood.  To him be glory forever and ever.  Amen

Since He’s the one that equips you to do His will and produces in you (by the power of His Spirit) all you need to please Him, then your job is to ask Him to do it! Pray for God to work in you so that He can work through you!  Be available for Him to use!

Oh, how He loves you!!!!!
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