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PHILIPPIANS – PART 7 



 CHAPTER 3:12-21 


“Pressing On Toward the Goal”

Pray for God to be your teacher today as you study the book of Philippians.  Turn to chapter 3, page 1437 in your Life Recovery Bible. 

1.
The first 11 verses of chapter 3 say that knowing Jesus is the greatest goal in life. Nothing else is worth anything compared to faith in Christ! Finish the words from Philippians 3, verse 10: Because of faith, “I can ___________ know Christ and experience the ______________ _____________ that raised Him from the dead.”

2.
In verses 12-14, the writer says that even though this kind of powerful faith is his goal, he hasn’t achieved perfection! Being a Christian doesn’t mean you are better than others or that you are claiming to be perfect. It means you are reaching for a goal. Each day is like running a race, where you know the prize at the end is being with God in heaven! Read verses 12-14 and complete these sentences: 


“I don’t mean to say that I have _____________ achieved these things or that I have already reached ________________! But I ___________  ______________ toward that day when I will _______________ be ______ that Christ Jesus ____________me for and ___________ me to be. No, ___________ brothers and ___________, I am still not all I ____________ be, but I am _____________ all my energies on this ______ thing: _________________ the past and looking _____________ to what lies _________, I strain to ____________ the end of the __________ and receive the _________ for which God, through ___________  ___________, is calling us up to_______________.”

3. 
When you turn away from your past mistakes, sins, and addictions, and put your trust in Christ, He gives you a new future to look forward to! He gives you a new reason to live each day! You may not be ALL you SHOULD be yet, but you can still focus your energy on ONE thing: obeying God. What does it mean to FOCUS on something?
You can’t focus on one important goal if you are looking around at other things, or if you are looking only at yourself. Name a way that you can focus on God every day: 
4. 
“Forgetting the past and straining toward what lies ahead” (to the future you’ll have if you follow Christ) can become the goal of your life. Is there something from your past that you have trouble forgetting? Right now, give it to God in prayer. If it was a sin you committed, or a hurtful way that you have treated someone else, then ask for forgiveness and for the power to turn away from ever doing it again. If someone has hurt you in the past, ask God to help you let go of the hurt, forgive the other person, and accept how much He loves you. Write a prayer to God here: 
5. 
You may stumble as you run a race, but with God’s help, you can get back up. And you can stay clear of things in your path that cause you to stumble. Draw a picture here of a road that represents your life. Now draw rocks or holes in the road. Label the rocks and holes with the thoughts, activities, or people you should avoid to keep from stumbling. 

6. 
Read verses 17- 21 and complete these sentences:


“Dear brothers and sisters, ___________ your lives after mine, and __________ from those who follow our example. For I have told you often before, and I say it again with __________ in my _________, that there are many whose ____________ shows they are really ___________ of the cross of _________. Their future is eternal _____________. Their _______ is their ______________, they brag about _____________ things, and all they ___________ about is ________ life here on _________. But _____ are citizens of ______________, where the Lord _________ __________ lives. And we are eagerly _______________ for Him to _____________ as our Savior. He will take these __________ mortal bodies of ours and _____________ them into _____________ bodies like His own, using the same _____________  ____________ that He will use to _______________ everything, everywhere.”

7. 
Think about this statement: “Their god is their appetite…”  Appetite usually means a desire for food. But humans have appetites for lots of different things, not only food. We have an appetite for drugs or alcohol, for sex, for power and money, for love and acceptance. Have you ever let an appetite become your god? 

(The word “god” here is spelled with a small “g” because there is only One True God, who will truly fill your deepest needs! Any other “god” is a fake. You have an empty place, a hunger, in your heart that only God can satisfy.)

8. 
Are you living like a good friend of God’s or like one of His enemies? How do you know? 
9. 
To be a citizen of heaven means that your TRUE home is in heaven. You are living on earth, but you know that one day you will receive a prize and be in heaven with Jesus and other people who love Him. Ask God to help you live each day with this goal in mind!


How will that change the way you live TODAY?  
10. Our verses end today the way they began, speaking of God’s “mighty power.”

Ask Jesus  -- right now -- to help you live for Him by the strength of His power. Amen!
