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Trials

Being a Christian doesn’t mean we suddenly get all the breaks. On the contrary! We will have problems, just like anyone else. In fact, Jesus said that we would even be persecuted. But the Bible teaches us that we don’t have to be miserable, even in the midst of our suffering. We can have the peace and joy that comes from living a Christian life.

Encounter the Word

1. Read James 1:2-8 on page 1512 of your Life Recovery Bible. James tells us to consider it joy when we are in the midst of trials. What reason does he give for this?

2. According to this passage, what develops perseverance? What can be gained by learning to persevere?

3. Who does God give wisdom to? How are we to ask God for wisdom?

4. What do verses 6 and 7 say about the man who doubts? What does he receive when he asks God?

5. What is meant by the “double-minded man?”

Encounter Life

1. Temptations come from within, whereas trials are from outside forces. Often we can’t control the trials that come into our lives. Think of a time when you were faced with a serious trial. How did going through this trial make you wiser? What did you learn?

2. Read James 1:12 (page 1513) What does it mean to “persevere?” (Biblical references: James 1:12, Romans 5:3)

3. James 1:5 says that God “gives generously and without finding fault.” What does that say about God’s love for us?

4. As Christians, we are to model our behavior after our Father in Heaven. What does this same verse say about how we are to act toward others? How hard is it for you to act this away toward an enemy? A homeless beggar? Someone who cuts you off on the interstate?

5. Think of a time when you doubted God. How did you feel?


